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Message

From: Cannon, Phillippa [Cannon.Phillippa@epa.gov]

Sent: 10/13/2017 1:31:18 PM

To: El-Zein, Jason [el-zein.jason@epa.gov]

Subject: FW: Wolverine Worldwide supplying bottled water to local middle school while water is tested

Phillippa Cannon

Chief, Community Involvement Section
U.S. EPA Region 5

312-353-6218

From: Arcaute, Francisco

Sent: Friday, October 13, 2017 8:30 AM

Te: Rowan, Anne <rowan.anne®epa.gov>; Nowotarski, Allison <nowotarski.allison@epa.gov>; Cannon, Phillippa
<Cannon.Phillippa@epa.gov>

Subject: Wolverine Worldwide supplying bottled water to local middle school while water is tested

hito://michiganvadio.ore/nostiwolverine-worldwidesunnivine-bottled-water-docalbmiddie-
sehool-while-water-tested

Wolverine Worldwide supplyving bottled water to local middle school while water is tested
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Students at Hast Rockford Middle School are drinking bottled water while they wait for the
results of a groundwater test for PFAs,
Rockford Public Schools

A West Michigan shoe manutacturer is sending bottled water to East Rockiord Middie School.

An old dumpsite for shoemaker Wolverine Worldwide 1s believed to be responsible for a
chemical leak in the area that could pose health nsks. That dumpsite 1s within a mile of the
school,

About 800 students are drinking bottled water until groundwalter test results come back.

David O'Donnell, who oversees remediation and redevelopment operations in West Michigan
for the state’s Department of Environmental Quality, says the bottled water is only
precautionary for the school.

“There is no mformation to suggest that there is groundwater contamination,” O Donnell said.
The DEQ has, however, found well water contamination in samples from at least 14 homes
near the site.

According to O’ Donnell, the school still felt it would be best not to drink any tap water until
after the results come back.

“That was ultimately a decision the school made, in terms of safety, to have that bottled
water,” he said.

O'Domnell says the test results for the school should be back by the end of the month.

Chris Hufnagel, Sentor Vice President of Strategy at Wolverie Worldwide, said in a statement
released today that the company 1s offering whole house filters to residents in the affected area
who are getting their water tested.

“In response to ongoing community concerns regarding the recent detection of PFAs 1n some
residential wells, Wolverine said it will arrange and pay for the costs of filter equipment and
customized installation,” Huthagel said in the statement.

The company had previously offered whole-house filters only to homes that tested above the
EPA advisory level of 70 parts-per-tritlion, and before then, offered single tap filters.



